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They soon attracted universal attention by their fidelity,
by their vividness, and by a curious thrill of half-
suppressed satire which went through them, too delicate
for anything like caricature, but yet accentuating the
peculiarities, and even the weaknesses, of the originals
in such a manner as to make them in truth living pic-
tures, in which each man was exhibited with all his
characteristics, great and small, just as associates and
intimates used to know him. I remember that while
these political portraits were passing through the c Daily
News,' I was talking to Frank Hill, at a London evening
party, when a friend of ours, who was editor of a weekly
paper, suddenly seized Hill's arm and bluntly asked him
who was the author of these admirable sketches. Hill
was a little taken aback for a moment by the directness
of the challenge; but he soon recovered himself, and with
that peculiar look of gravity which those who knew
him knew always covered some humorous meaning,
answered that the author was an obscure young man
from the country, whose name was believed to be Smith.
Thus the incident passed off for the moment, but some
of us were greatly amused, and the public in general
were greatly amazed when it was announced in the
next number of the weekly paper that the 4 Political Por-
traits ' of the * Daily News * were the first literary pro-
duction of a young man from the provinces who bore
the name of Smith*

The 4 Daily News' used to be well represented in the
Lobby. Sir John Robinson, as he now is, was as well
known there as in the Reform Club, and generally had
a group of Liberal Members around him. Mr. P. W.
Claydon, who is now engaged with Mr. George W. E.
Russell in carrying on the work of the Forward
Liberals, was very often to be seen in the Lobby,
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